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Two Manhunt Suspects
Appear In County Court
By Jaimie Schmitz

jaimie@pitzerdigital.com

Two men arrested following a manhunt last month
appeared in Antelope County Court on Monday.
Jeremy Stevens, age 25, and James Baker, age 24, both of
South Dakota, appeared on identical charges of suspicion of
being in possession of a stolen vehicle, flight to avoid arrest,
possession of methamphetamine and attempted assault of an
officer.
They are both being held on $250,000 bonds and will now
appear in District Court on October 5.
According to court records, Deputy Darin Ternus was on
a regular tour of duty on August 31 when he stopped at the
Hiway Mart in Clearwater for something to drink.
It was then that he first encountered one of the men
arrested following the manhunt, Jeremy Stevens. Stevens
stated he needed money wired to him, so Deputy Ternus
and the cashier, Crystal Kester, directed Stevens to Norfolk.
Deputy Ternus noticed Stevens’ partner, James Baker, outside
the gas station.

Tax Requests Are Set
For Schools, County
TAX LEVIES
Antelope County: The county will see
its levy go from .144 in 2015-16 to .1947 in
2016-17. Read More On Page X
Nebraska Unified District #1: The school
district of Orchard, Clearwater and Verdigre
will see its levy go from .82 in 2015-16 to .76
in 2016-17. Read More At Right
Neligh-Oakdale: The district‘s levy will
go from .940 in 2015-16 to .860 in 2016-17.
Read More On Page X
Elkhorn Valley: The district‘s levy will go
from .807 in 2015-16 to .834 in 2016-17.
Elgin: The district‘s levy is proposed to go
from .370 in 2015-16 to .336 in 2016-17.
Village of Orchard: The district‘s levy will
go from .591 in 2015-16 to .661 in 2016-17.
Read More On Page 4
Village of Royal: The district‘s levy will go
from .449 to stay the same at .499.
Village of Brunswick: The district‘s levy is
proposed from .449 in 2015-16 to .500 201617.
City of Neligh: The district‘s levy is
proposed from .759 in 2015-16 to .756 in
2016-17.
City of Elgin: The district‘s levy is proposed
from ???? in 2015-16 to ???? in 2016-17.
City of Tilden: The district‘s levy is
proposed from .824 in 2015-16 to .824 in
2016-17.
Village of Clearwater: The district‘s levy is
proposed to remain the same—.50 in 201516 and .50 in 2016-17.

James Baker III
was all smiles
as he was
escorted out of
the Antelope
County
Courthouse
on Monday
morning.
Baker, along
with Jeremy
Stevens,
allegedly led
multiple law
enforcement
agencies on
a manhunt
following a
high speed
chase through
Antelope
County on Aug.
31.

Court records state that on suspicion, Ternus ran the men’s
license plate, and it was then that their vehicle - a gold Dodge
Stratus with South Dakota license plates - was identified
as stolen. The deputy then followed the men until backup
reached him,
They were pursued by deputies east on Highway 275,
reaching speeds over 100 mph. The chase continued east of
Neligh, past Oakdale. About 2.5 miles from Tilden, the men
drove across the Cowboy Trail and took off on foot, headed
south into a cornfield.
Both men were eventually apprehended by law enforcement
officers and taken to the Antelope County Law Enforcement
Center, where they remain in custody.
Among the items found in the car following the pursuit,
according to court records, was a syringe with dark liquid in
it inside a plastic flashlight, eight small clear baggies with
residue, a silver spoon, small plastic baggie with jell substance
in it and a prescription pill bottle. Also at the scene, but away
from the vehicle, was a black and silver folding knife and a
syringe with residue.

Cyclone Homecoming

By Carrie Pitzer
carrie@pitzerdigital.com

Stakeholders
in
the Nebraska Unified
District #1 will see a
slight decrease in their
levy this year and will
continue having the
second-lowest levy in
Antelope County.
Unified
board
members
met
in
Clearwater on Monday
for their monthly meeting
and formally adopted
the 2016-17 budget and
set the levy. Other key
topics at the meeting
included the future of
Verdigre’s preschool and
how to proceed with the
site location discussion
concerning ClearwaterOrchard.
Budget Set
Superintendent
Dale Martin said the
district saw an overall
5.4 percent increase in
land valuation, but values
varied greatly across the
multiple-county district.
Antelope County values
dropped 1.1 percent,
Holt County’s increased
5.6 percent and Knox
County went up 22.2
percent.
Martin
said
the
Unified
Finance
Committee met and was
able to lower the levy
slightly, despite facing
- Please see LEVY, page 2

Fall Festival

There were lots of activities Saturday at the Neligh Mills Fall Festival.
Jaedin and Bennett Wilson, children of Aaron and Tina Wilson of
Neligh, decorate cookies.

Orchard’s Principal Cooper was
the last one standing during
the Faculty/Staff/Parent vs.
Sophomore Game.

Jarod Bolling and Peyton Clifton were crowned Homecoming King and Queen during Friday’s coronation.

Cyclones Shine With School
Spirit During Homecoming

Lane Sane a Clearwater firstgrader, was excited to win a bag
of candy at the games

By Natalie Bruzon

natalie@pitzerdigital.com

Last week the Cyclones celebrated Homecoming
with an “Olympics” theme and students went all out
for Dress Up Days.
It was a short week, but students made up for
that with their crazy outfits. Tuesday was America
day, followed by Injury Day on Wednesday, Movie
Character Day on Thursday and finally Cyclone Spirit
Day on Friday, Homecoming Day.
Looking really great in green for Cyclone Spirit
Day, the Cyclones kicked off Homecoming Day on
Friday with a free lunch provided at the Orchard site
to all students, staff and parents by board members.
Board members worked together with clubs and
businesses in the Orchard community to cook and
serve the food.
The lunch was a courtesy of Orchard Young Men’s
Club, Orchard Community Club, Ferguson Ag, CVA,
Wilber-Ellis, Bank of Orchard, Double D’s and the
Twibell Agency.
Following lunch, students marched in the
Homecoming Parade, showing their cool chants, floats
and class banners.
Homecoming Coronation took place at 1 p.m. in
the Gym.
- Please see HOMECOMING, page 2 Orchard Board Members Kristi Schutt and Candice Hoke, along with other Clearwater and
Orchard board members, helped serve students during Friday’s lunch.
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Homecoming

- Continued From Page 1
The
Coronation
included
motivational speeches by Jeff
Shabram and Sierra Summers,
encouraging students for the
Homecoming
Volleyball
and
Football games which took place
later that evening.
Peyton Clifton and Jerod Bolling
were named Homecoming Queen
and King at the 2016 Cyclones
Homecoming Coronation.
Directly following the coronation,
were the homecoming class games,
with elementary and junior high
competitions and ended with the
annual Dodge Ball Tournament.
All the classes put in their best to
the games, but the Sophomores took
the Dodgeball tournament this year
and the Seventh Graders topped in
elementary and junior high.
The attendants were:
Senior Attendants: Boys- Seth

Lampert, Grady Bellingtier and
Travis Kerkman.
Girls- Pam
Maxwell, Kylie Thiele and Heaven
Smith
Junior Attendants: Brooklynn
Chipps and Liam Odell.
Sophomore Attendants: Julia
Thiele and Blake Hoke.
Freshman Attendants: Summer
Schroeder and Gage Clifton
First Grade Attendants: Zander
Tabbert and Jennie Mejia Moncada
The Homecoming Class Games
started around 1:30 with elementary
and junior high competitions and
ended with the annual Dodge Ball
Tournament.
All the classes put in their best to
the games, but the Sophomores took
the Dodgeball tournament this year
and the Seventh Graders topped in
elementary and junior high.

Norfolk Area

Friday, Sept. 16
7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Levy
- Continued From Page 1
a 4.9 percent increase in insurance
costs, 3.3 percent salary increases and
expected higher special education
expenses.
For 2016-17, the district’s general
fund tax request decreased by about
.8 cents while the special building
fund increased by a half cent. That
leaves the district with an overall
slight decrease in the levy.
Each area pays a different
levy, depending on the bonds for
their individual buildings. Both
Clearwater and Verdigre still have
additional bonds for building
projects.
Levies were set at
Orchard: .651, down from .654
Clearwater: .666, down from
.704
Verdigre: .751, down from .804
Elgin Public Schools has the
lowest levy in the county at .336.
Elkhorn Valley’s approve a .834
levy (that includes the $17.9 million
bond for the new 7-12 school), and
Neligh-Oakdale set their’s at .860.
Clearwater-Orchard Site
The eight members of the
Clearwater and Orchard Advisory
boards have all turned in their
questionnaires to the Unified Board
regarding site location and their
goals for the school. Martin asked
board members how they want to
proceed in discussing site locations
and what other information he
should put together to assist in the
discussion.
Members spent about 30 minutes
discussing how to proceed and
eventually agreed to put the item on
the October agenda and have open
discussion about the surveys, which
were submitted anonymously by the
advisory board members.
The timeline on discussion and
making a decision remains an item
of contention for the Unified Board
since the feasibility study with Ewing
won’t be available until December.
Unified Board Vice President Terri
Hergert said discussion needs to
begin prior to that date to allow
time for a decision to be made.
She reminded the board of two
time-sensitive matters — teaching
contracts going out in February and
new board members being sworn in
during January from the November
election for Advisory and Unified
Boards.
“What happens will affect
contracts. We can’t wait until January
to hurry up and make the right

Verdigre Preschool
Both the Verdigre administration
and many of its parents attended
Monday’s meeting to request the
Unified District begin offering
preschool within the public school
system as of 2017-18.
Verdigre has had a private
preschool for 26 years, Principal
Chuck Kucera said. Nan Kienow
will be retiring from her longtime
role as an educator after this year
and has spent the last 20 years at
Kids Corner Preschool in Verdigre.
Kucera commended Kienow for
her dedication and skill and also
thanked her for all she’s done for
education. He said with Kienow’s
retirement, it was vital for the
district to step up and offer the
same education options for Verdigre
youth as it offers those in Orchard
and Clearwater, which has preschool
at both site locations.
“Nan’s retirement is a catalyst
for this change,” Kucera said.
“Regardless of what the board
decides, this is her last year teaching
preschool. Out of fear of losing
preschool, we’re asking that the
preschool be absorbed by the public
school and be made part of the
Unified District. It’s a nice time for
the transition to be made.”
Several parents from Verdigre
shared concerns with the board
from the educational and social
skills potentially lacking without
a preschool to having to choose
another district for preschool
and possibly losing students to a
neighboring school as a result.
Denise Vanburen, who has two
young children, reminded board
members that preschool offers
early intervention with learning
disabilities that can save the
district money in the long run, as
well as improving the transition
from preschool to kindergarten
by streamlining curriculum and
improving communication between
the teachers.
“We’re here in support of the
preschool to let the Unified Board
know how important the pre-k
program is,” she said. “When people
are here, it shows they are passionate

about this. When you open up kids
looking at other districts, they might
continue sending their children to
that district after preschool. If you
lose one student, that’s one student
too many.”
Kienow attended the meeting
and said parents would like to to
see more classroom time than the
three hours a day for two days a
week currently being offered. She
also suggested hiring an aid to assist
because issues do arise that can take
away from the other students.
Currently, Kids Corners allows
students who turned 3 by March,
making it a mix of mostly 3- and
4-year olds. Martin said the Unified
District offers only 4-year-old
preschool (turning 4 by July 30).
Kucera said looking at birth
through age 5 census numbers,
Verdigre “numbers warrant a halfday preschool for one session.”
He said there are currently 14
kindergartners with following years
showing 11, 11, 17 and 9. He said
there are currently seven youth in
the district age 0-1.
Martin told the Unified board
he is “not apposed to this at all. It
makes sense, and the building is set
up for it.” Martin inquired about
meeting the other state regulations
for preschool, and Kucera said the
district would have to fence in part
of the playground for the preschool,
but the district already meets all of
the other requirements.
Should the district move forward
with the preschool, Martin said they
would have to decide whether or not
it’s a Head Start preschool, which
follows different financial guidelines
for families. Neither Clearwater
nor Orchard are currently Head
Start, and Clearwater Principal
Mike Sanne told the board he
recommends not being associated
with Head Start in Verdigre.
Though no vote was taken,
Unified Board members spoke favor
of the preschool, and member Terri
Hergert from Orchard stated, “It’s
hard to say no when we have it.”
The board agreed to consider the
move and will place the item on a
future agenda. Among the more
detailed information requested
was for Verdigre to look at current
staff endorsements for teaching
preschool and salary requirements
for the teacher and para.
The Unified Board will meet
again on Oct. 13 at 7 p.m.

Have

FUN with

7:00 a.m.- Noon

Girl Scuts!

Low Cost:
• Blood Workups • PSA • Hemoglobin A1C • Body Composition Analysis
125509

come out of (the feasibility study)
that will fix this, other than the
possibility of a new building,”
Hergert said. “And I think that’s a
long shot. Even if that’s it, you won’t
have that in 6 months. That’s 2-3
years down the road.”
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decision without having discussion
amongst the board,” Hergert said.
“If we discuss this in January and
make a decision in January because
of contracts be in offered in February
. . . . we can’t have that.”
Terra Williby, board member
from Orchard, asked to begin
discussing the questionnaires and
said, “We have their answers. We
asked for them, so let’s discuss
them.”
An audience member asked the
Unified Board to come up with a
plan for Clearwater and Orchard
prior to the feasibility study, so they
have a plan in case bringing Ewing
into the mix isn’t the answer.
Hergert said she’s not sure Ewing
is the answer anyway and said
the conversation with Ewing has
happened several times before and
never moved forward. Peggy Liska,
a board member from Verdigre, said
Ewing has been brought up three
times since she was elected to the
board.
Unified
Board
president
Joe Thiele said Orchard’s new
$800,000+ HVAC system installed
over the summer is also a factor
in the future of the school district.
“The investment in the building in
Orchard has changed things. If you
spend $800,000, you’re not going to
walk away too easily,” he said.
Thiele said his hope is that the
feasibility study has a “black and
white” answer with the levy as to
whether Ewing should join the
Unified District and where the
students should be located. Hergert
asked the other members what
will happen if the study suggests
an elementary school in each town
and then constructing a new high
school, leaving the district with four
buildings to maintain.
Thiele said he has heard Orchard
would leave the Unified District
before consolidating or constructing
a new building. Hergert said she
couldn’t speak for the Orchard
District, but she doesn’t see the need
for a new building when “there isn’t
anything wrong with anybody’s
buildings.”
Marty Kerkman, board member
from Clearwater, asked if the board
plans to make a decision or plan
prior to the feasibility study with
Ewing, then why did they approve
the $6,000 study. Hergert said she’s
asked herself that question several
times.
“I don’t know what is going to
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